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Cherokee County’s Premier Private Lake Community

President’s Message.....

“Times, They Are A Changing”

Who could forget those famous words sung by Bob Dylan? Great lyrics, but | doubt
that he could ever win an American Idol contest. Times certainly have changed tre-
mendously through-out the years. Some like change, many do not. Personally, | see
change as an opportunity. My glass is neither half full nor half empty. My cup has al-
ways runneth over. Change is great when it benefits the community as a whole. We
have had a few changes on our Board. At our Annual Meeting that was held March
7t 2006, the homeowner association elected three new Directors to serve the next
two years. Jim Derr, Sergio Lione, and Louis Tooker will be replacing the three Di-
rectors whose term had expired. My gratitude goes out to Don Copeland, Ginger
Evans, and Julie Murdock for serving as Board members, but more importantly serving

our community.

A special thank you goes to all of you that attended the Annual Meeting. Thank you
for all your views and opinions. We as a Board are here to serve you. Our goal is to
protect the standard of living that is enjoyed in being a part of Lake Sovereign and to
preserve and maintain property values. It is not our goal to be a litigious community.
All of us have heard the old cliché “Less Government is more”. While that may be
true, we do have by-laws and covenants in place for a reason. It is for the benefit of
our community as a whole. We are not the enemy. The Board is open to all com-
ments. Your voice does count. My advice is to stay informed and get involved. To-
gether we can make Lake Sovereign an even better place to live. It is going to take all

of us working for the common good of the community.

On that note, thanks to all that participated in our recent Lake Sovereign work day
that was held on April 29®. We appreciate you and we look forward to hearing from
you in the future. We thank all of you as neighbors for making Lake Sovereign such a

wonderful place to live.
Gary W. Copeland
President-LSHOA
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Average Gas Prices
Adanta USA
May Ist  $2.783 $2.907
April 30th  $2.846 $2.9121

Last Year  $2.078 $2.200
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FIXED-RATE MORTGAGES
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Our Swan Is Nesting Again

If you have missed seeing our Lake Sovereign mute swan lately, she is spending most of her time these
days tending the two eggs in her nest. Although she nested on three eggs last year, none of them actually

hatched. We are hopeful her eggs will bring us some cygnets this year.

For our new neighbors who have joined us in the past year, we know our swan is a ‘mute swan’ because
she has an orange bill, with the tip and base of her bill black in color. All other varieties of swans have
black bills. Mute swans are usually silent, as the name suggests. Adults sometimes snort and make hissing
noises or puppy-like barking notes or whistles, though the sounds are not far-reaching due to their
straight trachea. When swimming, a mute swan holds its neck in a graceful curve with the bill pointing
downward, as opposed to other swans, which carry their bills level and necks erect. A swan’s top flight
speed is 50 to 55 mph and the greatest age recorded for a banded mute swan is |9 years. In captivity,

they have lived 30 to 40 years.

We did some research last year and discovered a mute swan will find a mate even if it has lost a previous
mate. Swans either build a new nest or use a previously constructed mound, such as a muskrat house.
The nest is large, made of aquatic vegetation, and lined with feathers and down. It is usually built well
above the normal water level in swampy places near a pond or lake. It is possible for clutches of 5 to 12
to occur, but 5 to 7 is most common. The eggs are pale gray to pale blue-green and the incubation lasts
36 to 38 days. When the eggs hatch, the chicks are brownish gray (gradually turning white within the
next |2 months) and only remain in the nest for one day. Normally the male swan takes the first-hatched
cygnet to the water while the female continues to incubate the remaining eggs. Chicks sometimes ride on
the backs of their parents or under their wings. They are able to fly in about 60 days, but do not remain in
their birthplace, as parents usually drive the young away by the next breeding season. The cygnets then
join flocks of other non-breeding swans, and during this time molt their feathers, becoming flightless for a
short period of time. In the next two years, the cygnets begin to bond with a mate and begin to look for

suitable breeding territory. Swans do not begin to breed until about their third year.

Please remember that mute swans are extremely aggressive while nesting and when nurturing their young
cygnets. Even in semi-domestication, the nest is strongly defended; swans have been known to attack
other waterfowl and even people. Blows from their powerful wings can be especially painful. They can be

dangerous to children and are capable of killing or maiming some of the larger predators.




Lake Lines i

Our Canadian Geese Challenge

The Canadian geese are returning to Lake Sovereign with the arrival of spring. Although these waterfowl are beau-
tiful, too many of them are harmful to our lake and common areas. These geese will begin molting and lose their
ability to fly sometime in early to mid-June. Wherever they are at that time, they will remain for 4 weeks. Unfortu-
nately, each adult goose will deposit approximately 'z Ib of fecal matter per day during that time. In past years,
flocks of 65 to 70 geese have deposited approximately 1000 Ibs of fecal matter into our lake area in about 30 days.
This causes our sidewalks along the dam to be so littered that it is difficult to use the sidewalks and the fecal coli-

form level in the lake rises significantly.

We can deter the number of geese that use the lake during their molting season by knowing their habits and prefer-
ences. Whenever possible, geese land in water and then walk up on the shoreline to eat. This is the simplest and
easiest way for them the get to their food supply. They do not want to be interrupted while they are eating and
are always on the lookout for danger. They also cannot tolerate anything that touches their necks that they cannot

see, and will avoid those areas.

Knowing the above, this is how we can help keep their numbers down::

1. If your property is located along the lake, stretch 30-50 pound test clear fishing line on unobtrusive posts about
twelve to eighteen inches high along the shoreline. The fishing line should be strung in two layers about six inches
apart. Metal posts sometimes cut the fishing line so wooden posts might work better. You can use electric or duct
tape to hold the line at the correct height. Some of our owners have used this method for two to three years and
it does work. Since the geese cannot tolerate something touching their necks that they cannot see, they will not

enter the area.

2. Become a noise and motion nuisance to the geese. Make noise by clapping or waving a towel at them while
chasing them from your property, or turn on the garden hose and spray it at them. The geese can be pretty bold.
Continue this effort for a couple of weeks each time they visit. Experts tell us the geese do not like to be inconven-

ienced. They will eventually find another location when they get tired of being aggravated by continuing harassment.

3.  Whatever you do, DO NOT FEED THEM! Our lake island has a good supply of grasses and seeds for their
food. When food is not easy to find they will fly elsewhere in search for it. They are wild birds. Qur Copper
Creek neighbors at the end of the lake have agreed to help us, as their property is another favorite location for the

“flock.”

4. Grow a retaining wall of vegetation along the lake about twelve to eighteen
inches high and about one foot wide to deter the geese from entering the lawn,
walkways and roads. We will use this method along the front of the dam until mid
July this year. We will, however, keep this area groomed to enhance the appear-

ance of the walkway along the lake and to keep water visibility at a maximum.
A suitable goose population for our lake is less than fifteen, so we need to discour-
age the geese as much as possible. We appreciate your efforts to assist in the re-

duction of the population, but in no way do we want to harm these beautiful birds.
In the meantime we will continue to check the water quality of our lake and make

every possible attempt to keep it at acceptable levels of fecal coliform.







